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Week of November 28, 2011 
Isaiah 40:1-11 
Comfort, O comfort my people, 

   says your God.  
2
 Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 

   and cry to her 

that she has served her term, 

   that her penalty is paid, 

that she has received from the Lord’s hand 

   double for all her sins.  

 
3
 A voice cries out: 

‘In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, 

   make straight in the desert a highway for our God.  
4
 Every valley shall be lifted up, 

   and every mountain and hill be made low; 

the uneven ground shall become level, 

   and the rough places a plain.  
5
 Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, 

   and all people shall see it together, 

   for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.’  

 
6
 A voice says, ‘Cry out!’ 

   And I said, ‘What shall I cry?’ 

All people are grass, 

   their constancy is like the flower of the field.  
7
 The grass withers, the flower fades, 

   when the breath of the Lord blows upon it; 

   surely the people are grass.  
8
 The grass withers, the flower fades; 

   but the word of our God will stand for ever.  
9
 Get you up to a high mountain, 

   O Zion, herald of good tidings; 

lift up your voice with strength, 

   O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, 

   lift it up, do not fear; 

say to the cities of Judah, 

   ‘Here is your God!’  
10

 See, the Lord God comes with might, 

   and his arm rules for him; 

his reward is with him, 

   and his recompense before him.  
11

 He will feed his flock like a shepherd; 

   he will gather the lambs in his arms, 

and carry them in his bosom, 

   and gently lead the mother sheep. 

 (The Scripture quotations contained herein are from the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible, copyright, 1989, by the Division 

of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. Used by permission. All rights reserved.) 
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COMFORT! 

 

Chapter 40 of Isaiah begins a new section of the 

prophet’s ministry. The people have been taken into 

exile, the consequence of not heeding the prophet’s 

earlier warnings. The new section begins with a new 

commissioning: the prophet’s task is now to offer 

comfort. 

 

- Why do you think the prophet’s message has 

changed from one of warning to now one of comfort? 

 

- What do you make of the idea that the people have 

“received double” for all their sins? 

 

- How do you personally feel “comfort?” What eases 

your mind in troubling times? How have you been 

comforted by others in the past? 

 

- How have you offered comfort to another? 

“Who said that?” 

“A voice cries out…” 

- Whose voice? Who is this talking in verse 3? 

Well, whoever it is… 

The response to God’s instruction to comfort is to announce 

that the way in the wilderness will be made straight and level. 

Considering that the terrain between Babylon (the place of 

exile) and Jerusalem is a rough and mountainous desert… 

- How is this announcement comforting to the people? 

- What is the contemporary equivalent of this wilderness 

transformation? 
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Read over this psalm excerpt several times. 

Then read it as a prayer. 

 

 

Psalm 85:8-13 

 

Let me hear what God the Lord will speak, 

   for he will speak peace to his people, 

   to his faithful, to those who turn to him in their hearts. 

Surely his salvation is at hand for those who fear him, 

   that his glory may dwell in our land.  

 

Steadfast love and faithfulness will meet; 

   righteousness and peace will kiss each other.  

Faithfulness will spring up from the ground, 

   and righteousness will look down from the sky.  

The Lord will give what is good,    What is this psalm saying to you? 

   and our land will yield its increase.    Does it tie in to the Isaiah passage in any way? 

Righteousness will go before him,    What would it look like for righteousness and 

   and will make a path for his steps.     peace to kiss each other? 

Probably didn’t water it enough… 

 

- How does the notion that “the 

people are grass” that wither and fade 

affect you? 

- Is it comforting? 

- Is it alarming? 

- Is it frightening? 

- Is it sobering? 

- How would you describe your 

reaction to this thought?  

SHOUT IT OUT! 

 

Zion/Jerusalem/the people of God are 

encouraged to go up on top of a high 

mountain and make an announcement. 

- In your own words, what is that 

announcement? 

- How have you made that announcement in 

your life? 

 

Some translations say, “O herald of good 

tidings to Zion;” and “O herald of good 

tidings to Jerusalem;” instead of “O Zion, 

herald of good tidings” and “O Jerusalem, 

herald of good tidings.” 

- How does this difference change the 

meaning of the passage? 

- Which do you prefer? 

Thinking more about that “way in the wilderness”… 
We might think about the mountainous wilderness as the obstacle which stood between the 

people in exile and the presence of God, which they believed was available to them in the 

Promised Land, and in Jerusalem specifically. 

 

- Now, how might we bring that idea into the 21
st
 century? 

- What are the obstacles that currently come between people and God? 

This might be a tricky question, so ponder it  a while… 

- What do you think are the “mountains” that need to be “made low” so that 

people who are not a part of the church can be in a relationship with God? 


