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Week of November 7, 2011 
Matthew 25:14-30 

‘For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and entrusted his property to them; to one he gave five talents, to 

another two, to another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away.  

The one who had received the five talents went off at once and traded with them, and made five more talents. In the same 

way, the one who had the two talents made two more talents. But the one who had received the one talent went off and dug a hole in 

the ground and hid his master’s money.  

After a long time the master of those slaves came and settled accounts with them. Then the one who had received the five 

talents came forward, bringing five more talents, saying, “Master, you handed over to me five talents; see, I have made five more 

talents.” His master said to him, “Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in 

charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.” And the one with the two talents also came forward, saying, “Master, you 

handed over to me two talents; see, I have made two more talents.” His master said to him, “Well done, good and trustworthy slave; 

you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.”  

Then the one who had received the one talent also came forward, saying, “Master, I knew that you were a harsh man, reaping 

where you did not sow, and gathering where you did not scatter seed; so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. 

Here you have what is yours.”  

But his master replied, “You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I reap where I did not sow, and gather where I 

did not scatter? Then you ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and on my return I would have received what was my 

own with interest. So take the talent from him, and give it to the one with the ten talents. For to all those who have, more will be 

given, and they will have an abundance; but from those who have nothing, even what they have will be taken away. As for this 

worthless slave, throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” 
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If this parable was an 

“Aesop’s Fable,” what 

would the moral be? 

 

What is the practical 

application of this 

parable for your life 

today? 

Ya got talent, kid! 
A “talent” was a unit of measurement, often used to describe a 
quantity of money. A talent was a huge sum, probably 20 years 

earnings of a typical worker.  
But that doesn’t meant that the word automatically should 

symbolize money in this parable, not to mention what we think of as 
“talent” today, as in a certain skill set. 

 

- What do you think the “talents” in this parable symbolize? - 

- Why are such enormous amounts used here, in contrast with 

the relatively lesser amounts in Luke 19? -   

 

This section of Matthew is part of a long 

lesson of Jesus, responding to a specific 

question from the disciples - “What will 

be the sign of your coming and of the end 

of the age?” (Matt. 24:3) 

 

- What are your thoughts, beliefs, 

opinions about the “end of the age?” 

The reward given the first 2 slaves is to 

“enter into the joy of [the] master.”                

- What does that phrase mean to you? 

Happy to not be slave number three! 

John Wesley wrote, “What had he done? It is true he had 
not done good. But neither is he charged with doing any 
harm. Why, for this reason, for barely doing no harm, he 
is consigned to outer darkness. He is pronounced 
wicked, because he was a slothful, an unprofitable 
servant. So mere harmlessness, on which many build 
their hope of salvation, was the cause of his damnation! 
… there is no such thing as negative goodness.” 
 

- How do you respond to Wesley’s observation? 

- How are we sometimes guilty of “negative goodness?” 


