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Week of December 11, 2011 

 
Luke 1:39-56 
 

In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, 
40

where she entered the house of Zechariah and 

greeted Elizabeth. 
41

When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leapt in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit 
42

and exclaimed with a loud cry, ‘Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. 
43

And why has this happened 

to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? 
44

For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leapt for 

joy. 
45

And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.’  
46 

And Mary said, 

‘My soul magnifies the Lord,  
47

   and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,  
48

 for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. 

   Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed;  
49

 for the Mighty One has done great things for me, 

   and holy is his name.  
50

 His mercy is for those who fear him 

   from generation to generation.  
51

 He has shown strength with his arm; 

   he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts.  
52

 He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, 

   and lifted up the lowly;  
53

 he has filled the hungry with good things, 

   and sent the rich away empty.  
54

 He has helped his servant Israel, 

   in remembrance of his mercy,  
55

 according to the promise he made to our ancestors, 

   to Abraham and to his descendants forever.’  
56 

And Mary remained with her for about three months  

and then returned to her home.  

 (The Scripture quotations contained herein are from the  

New Revised Standard Version of the Bible, copyright, 1989,  

by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council  

of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. Used by permission.  

All rights reserved.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

REFLECTION PAGE 
A weekly small group study guide 

Written by: Andy Bryan 

MARY of NAZARETH 

 

- When you imagine Mary, the mother of 

Jesus, what type of person do you see in your 

mind’s eye? 

 

- What kind of woman is she? How old? What 

does she look like? How does her voice 

sound? What is her personality like? 

 

- What is the “traditional” picture of Mary? Is 

your idea of her different from or similar to 

the “traditional” Mary? Why do you suppose 

your image is different from or similar to the 

traditional one? 

 

 

The Magnificent Magnificat 
The hymn Mary sings here in Luke 1 is known as the “Magnificat,” named for the first 

word of the hymn in Latin. It has been set to music by composers throughout the 

generations, and inspired some of the greatest works of art ever created. 

 
- In your own words, what is this hymn about? 

- Why do you suppose Luke includes it here in his version of the story of Jesus’ birth?  

- How does it function within the overall plot of the gospel story?  

- What is Luke trying to reveal about God by including this hymn here? 

- What is he trying to teach about Mary? … about the rest of us? 
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Writing about this hymn that Mary speaks, 

John Wesley wrote, 
 

Under a prophetic impulse,  

[Mary said] several things,  

which perhaps she herself  

did not then fully understand. 
 

- How do you respond to Wesley’s remark? 

- What is “a prophetic impulse?” Have you ever experienced one? 

- Define “prophet.” Was Mary a prophet? 

“Remember the time when…” 

Part of what Mary says about God describes some of 

God’s past actions. 

 

According to Mary, God has… 

… shown strength with his arm, 

… scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts,  

… brought down the powerful from their thrones, 

… lifted up the lowly, 

… filled the hungry with good things, and 

… sent the rich away empty. 

 

- Do these actions have anything in common? 

- Is there a common theme or general framework? 

- Do you suppose Mary had experienced these things 

herself, or is she perhaps singing a hymn that 

describes the experiences of the community? 

- Does this description of God’s actions remind you 

of any other scriptures? 

- How do these descriptive verses match your own 

idea of God? …or not? 

PTL! 

 

One way to think of the 

Magnificat is as a hymn sung 

to praise the Lord. 

 

- What role does “praise” play 

in the world these days? 

 

- How does the Magnificat 

compare to songs of praise that 

are sung in churches today? 

 

- How do you personally 

praise God? 


