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Week of December 5, 2011 

 
Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 
 

The spirit of the Lord God is upon me, 

   because the Lord has anointed me; 

he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, 

   to bind up the broken-hearted, 

to proclaim liberty to the captives, 

   and release to the prisoners;  
2
 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour, 

   and the day of vengeance of our God; 

   to comfort all who mourn;  
3
 to provide for those who mourn in Zion— 

   to give them a garland instead of ashes, 

the oil of gladness instead of mourning, 

   the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. 

They will be called oaks of righteousness, 

   the planting of the Lord, to display his glory.  
4
 They shall build up the ancient ruins, 

   they shall raise up the former devastations; 

they shall repair the ruined cities, 

   the devastations of many generations. 

 
8
 For I the Lord love justice, 

   I hate robbery and wrongdoing; 

I will faithfully give them their recompense, 

   and I will make an everlasting covenant with them.  
9
 Their descendants shall be known among the nations, 

   and their offspring among the peoples; 

all who see them shall acknowledge 

   that they are a people whom the Lord has blessed.  
10

 I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, 

   my whole being shall exult in my God; 

for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, 

   he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, 

as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, 

   and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.  
11

 For as the earth brings forth its shoots, 

   and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, 

so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise 

   to spring up before all the nations. 

 (The Scripture quotations contained herein are from the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible, copyright, 1989, by the Division 

of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. Used by permission. All rights reserved.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

REFLECTION PAGE 
A weekly small group study guide 

Written by: Andy Bryan 

“THE OAKS of RIGHTEOUSNESS” 

 

There are several places in Isaiah and throughout 

scripture where God’s people are described as flora. 

Here in chapter 61, verses 3 and 11 use a metaphor 

of growing plants. Also see for example Isaiah 

44:3-4 and Isaiah 60:21 for a couple other instances 

in which people are compared to plants. 

 

- Why do you suppose the imagery of plants, 

gardening, planting and harvesting, etc. is so 

prevalent in the Bible? 

 

- How does it make you feel to be called a plant in 

God’s garden? 

 

- What can we learn about our relationship with 

God via this horticultural metaphor? 

 

- What does it say about our relationship with other 

people? 
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Of the “oaks of righteousness in verse 4,  

John Wesley wrote, 
 

“They shall be firm, solid, and well rooted, 

 being by faith engrafted into Christ,  

and bringing forth fruit suitable to the soil  

wherein they are planted.” 

 

- Restate this idea in your own words. 

- What does it mean to be “engrafted into Christ?” 

- What exactly is “fruit suitable to the soil wherein they are planted?” 

- How do you bring forth this fruit in your own life? 

God’s Green Thumb 

Reread verse 11.    

- What would it look like for 

“righteousness and praise” to spring 

up like shoots in a garden? 

 

- What are the characteristics of plants 

that the prophet draws upon in this 

metaphor, and why? 

 

- Is this “green” metaphor meaningful 

for people who do not grow plants or 

have gardens? Why or why not? 

“THIRD ISAIAH” AGAIN 

 

Like 2 weeks ago, this prophecy comes from 

the section if Isaiah composed after the exile 

was over, and the people had returned (or at 

least were returning) to Jerusalem again. 

 

- How would this prophecy speak to this post-

exilic people? 

 

- What would it mean for those who have 

returned home to discover not the glorious 

restoration promised them, but a lot of hard 

work ahead as their nation struggled to 

rebuild once more? 

 

- What is a contemporary parallel to this 

unrealized promise and the subsequent 

challenge of reconstruction? 

When Jesus Quotes Scripture… 
Read Luke 4:16-21. Here Jesus reads the first two verses of this Isaiah 61 passage, plus 

one line from Isaiah 58:6, and then says,  

“Today this scripture has been fulfilled in you hearing.” 

 

- What does Jesus mean by “fulfilled” here? 

- If he is saying that the Spirit of God has anointed Him (note the Trinitarian 

idea), then what exactly has he been anointed to do? 

- Jesus applies this scripture to himself, but what do you think it meant for the 

people who first heard it? What meaning does it have for the original audience? 


