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Week of January 9, 2012 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

REFLECTION PAGE 
A weekly small group study guide and discussion starter 

Written by: Andy Bryan 

Who is this guy? 

This week’s mystery to explore is 

“The Mystery of Jesus.” 

 

- First off, do you believe it is even 

appropriate to call Jesus a “mystery?” 

- Why or why not? 

- Why might some consider this question to 

be a bit irreverent, do you think? 

 

- How do you personally answer the 

question, “Who is Jesus?” 

- What are some other possible answers to 

that question? 

- Why do you suppose there are so many 

different answers to that question? 

 

Philip identifies Jesus as “him about whom 

Moses in the law and also the prophets 

wrote.” 

- Is this answer meaningful to you? 

- Why or why not? 

- How would this identification have been 

meaningful to Nathanael, do you suppose? 

Nathanael’s Question 

When Nathanael hears where Jesus is from, he asks, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” 

- In what tone of voice do you imagine Nathanael asking this question? 

- What is the motivation behind the question; what would make a person ask a question like this? 

 

Now consider this: the area of Galilee as a whole was looked down upon by Judean Jews. Nathanael 

himself is from another town in Galilee. (Nazareth is a town in Galilee.) 

- Does the fact Nathanael is from Galilee alter the way you imagine him asking his question? 

- How does that impact your interpretation of the story? 

John 1:43-51 
 

The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He 

found Philip and said to him, ‘Follow me.’ 
44

Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of 

Andrew and Peter. 
45

Philip found Nathanael and 

said to him, ‘We have found him about whom 

Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote, 

Jesus son of Joseph from Nazareth.’ 
46

Nathanael 

said to him, ‘Can anything good come out of 

Nazareth?’ Philip said to him, ‘Come and see.’ 
47

When Jesus saw Nathanael coming towards 

him, he said of him, ‘Here is truly an Israelite in 

whom there is no deceit!’ 
48

Nathanael asked him, 

‘Where did you come to know me?’ Jesus 

answered, ‘I saw you under the fig tree before 

Philip called you.’ 
49

Nathanael replied, ‘Rabbi, 

you are the Son of God! You are the King of 

Israel!’ 
50

Jesus answered, ‘Do you believe 

because I told you that I saw you under the fig 

tree? You will see greater things than these.’ 
51

And he said to him, ‘Very truly, I tell you, you 

will see heaven opened and the angels of God 

ascending and descending upon the Son of Man.’ 
 

(The Scripture quotations contained herein are from the  

New Revised Standard Version of the Bible, copyright, 

1989, by the Division of Christian Education of the 

National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. 

Used by permission. All rights reserved.) 
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“COME AND SEE.” 
Philip’s answer to Nathanael… 

 

- Why doesn’t Philip just answer the question? Why offer the invitation to Nathanael? 

 

- What is the difference between someone telling you something and you experiencing it 

for yourself? Can you think of pros and cons for each? 

 

- How do you prefer to discover answers to your own questions? For someone to just 

tell you? Or to discover the answers on your own? 

 

- In your opinion, should churches be places where people are told the answers or 

places where people can explore questions? 

Again with the Paradox 
 

Jesus = fully human 

AND 

fully divine. 

 

- So, what’s up with that? 

- What does it mean to be 

“fully human?” 

- What does it mean to be 

“fully divine?” 

- How is it possible to be 

both at the same time? 

- Does this paradox hinder 

your faith in any way? 

- Why or why not? 

It’s in the Creed 
Last Sunday, we identified Jesus this way:  

“I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and will come again to judge the living and the dead.” 

 

- Is this creedal formula for identifying Jesus 

meaningful for you? 

- Why or why not? 

There are literally hundreds of names and titles for Jesus. A sampling… 

 

Jesus, Christ, Messiah, Emmanuel, Son of God, Son of Man, Light of the World, Lord, Savior, Bread 

of Life, the Word of God, Lamb of God, New/Second Adam, King of the Jews, Rabbi, Good 

Shepherd, The Way/Truth/Life, the Vine, the Cornerstone, and so forth… 

 

- What is your “favorite?” Why is it meaningful to you?  

- Why do you think there so many different ways to refer to Jesus contained in scripture? 


