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REFLECTION PAGE 
A weekly small group study guide and discussion starter 

Written by: Andy Bryan 

Sensory Overload 
 

The transfiguration story is one of those Bible 

passages that really engages your senses. More 

than just reading the story, it invites you into it 

with vivid sights and sounds. In your 

imagination… 

 

…what does the transfigured Jesus look like? 

…what do “dazzling white” clothes look like? 

 

…how do Elijah and Moses appear? 

…what do their voices sound like? 

 

…what does the overshadowing cloud look like? 

…does it roll in slowly or appear suddenly? 

…what color is the cloud? 

 

…what does the voice from the cloud sound like? 

…is there any other sound accompanying the 

voice? 

Jesus’ Small Group 
Jesus and 3 others go to the mountaintop to be 

away from the others.  

 

- Why do you think it is important for Jesus to go 

away with just this small group? 

- Why are smaller groups important in developing 

relationships with others? 

- In what small groups do you participate? 

- How have small groups been influential in your 

life? How has a small group helped you 

personally? How have you been able to help 

another in a small group? 

Mark 9:2-9 (NRSV) 
 

Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and 

James and John, and led them up a high 

mountain apart, by themselves. And he was 

transfigured before them, 
3
and his clothes 

became dazzling white, such as no one on earth 

could bleach them. 
4
And there appeared to them 

Elijah with Moses, who were talking with Jesus. 
5
Then Peter said to Jesus, ‘Rabbi, it is good for 

us to be here; let us make three dwellings, one 

for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.’ 
6
He 

did not know what to say, for they were terrified. 
7
Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the 

cloud there came a voice, ‘This is my Son, the 

Beloved; listen to him!’ 
8
Suddenly when they 

looked around, they saw no one with them any 

more, but only Jesus.  

9 As they were coming down the mountain, he 

ordered them to tell no one about what they had 

seen, until after the Son of Man had risen from 

the dead. 
 

(The Scripture quotations contained herein are from the  

New Revised Standard Version of the Bible, copyright, 

1989, by the Division of Christian Education of the 

National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. 

Used by permission. All rights reserved.) 
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Peter, Peter, Peter 
 

Experiencing the miracle of the transfiguration, 

Peter immediately wants to build something 

(dwellings, booths, tabernacles, shrines - 

depending on the translation). 

 

- Why do you suppose Peter says he wants to 

build these structures? 

- Why does the narrator of the story inform the 

readers that “He did not know what to say…”? 

- If that was all he could think of to say, what 

does that reveal about his response to what he 

witnessed? 

 

- Does Peter’s response reveal anything about our 

own response to Jesus? 

- Can you think of an occasion where someone 

has wanted to build a “shrine” after experiencing 

a supernatural event? … or a religious 

experience? 

- Think not only of literal shrines, but 

figuratively, as well.  

God’s Voice 

 

This story tells about a voice from above 

that identifies Jesus as “my son” and then 

gives the command to “listen to him.” 

There are numerous other Bible stories in 

which God’s voice is heard. 

 

- Have you ever heard God’s voice? 

- How did you know it was God’s? 

- If you have not heard a literal voice, is 

there a way you have “heard God’s 

voice” in a figurative sense? 

- What do you suppose most people 

mean when they say they hear God’s 

voice? 

Quotable: 
"Peter’s response is like looking at a light bulb and going blind instead of looking 

around the room and understanding what the light from the bulb reveals." 
- Caspar Green, http://scarletletterbible.com 

 

- What does this quote mean to you? 

- What point do you think the author is trying to make? 

- How have you “gone blind from looking at the light bulb” in your life? 

 

Metamorpho, sis! 

The word translated “transfigured” is metamorpho in the Greek, and appears a total of four times in the 

New Testament. Two of those times are here and in Matthew’s version of the same story. The others 

are Romans 12:2 and 2 Corinthians 3:18, where they refer to people being transformed by Christ. 

 

- What does it mean that the Gospels use this term referring to Jesus, and Paul uses it referring to us? 

- How have you experienced “metamorphosis” in your life? 

- Have you witnessed dramatic transformation in another person’s life, maybe? 

- Do you expect to be changed by your encounters with Christ?  

- Must one expect to be changed in order to experience it, or can metamorphosis sneak up on you? 


