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REFLECTION PAGE 
For use as a small group discussion starter and/or for personal spiritual reflection 

Written by: Andy Bryan 

The “Cher” of Bible Verses? 

 

John 3:16 is such a well-known verse that it is 

frequently cited only by book, chapter, and verse, 

and many people know exactly what is being 

referred to. Like Cher, who is so famous she only 

needs one name, this verse is so famous it only 

needs its citation. It has its own Wikipedia entry! 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_3:16 

 

- How many other Bible verses can you think of 

that are as universally familiar as this one? 

- Why do you think this verse in particular has 

such a wide-ranging appeal? 

- What is expressed in this one verse, and how is it 

expressed, in such a way that it is so familiar? 

 

As famous as 3:16 is, it is an incomplete thought 

without 3:17. Christ’s mission is to save, not to 

condemn. (John Wesley notes that many people 

seem to “accuse” Christ of condemning people.) 

 

- Have you experienced Christians who seem to 

think Christ’s mission is condemning people? 

- What does this look like? 

- How do you react if/when you do encounter this 

approach to following Jesus? 

Now, Where Have I Heard That Before? -  

Moses lifts up a serpent in the wilderness in a story told in Numbers 21. Any who had been bitten by a 

poisonous snake were able to look upon this bronze serpent and they were healed. This is the reference 

in verse 14. 

- How does John’s reference to this older story enhance his telling of the story of Jesus? 

- Does not knowing the reference make it more difficult to understand the point being made? 

- What do you make of the parallel itself? Does it make sense to you?  

- Why do you think John includes this reference at this point in the story? (No other Gospel writers 

include it at all.) 

John 3:14-21 (NRSV)  

[Jesus said,] 
14

“And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the 

wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 
15

that whoever believes in him may have eternal 

life. 
16

For God so loved the world that he gave his 

only Son, so that everyone who believes in him 

may not perish but may have eternal life. 
17

Indeed, God did not send the Son into the 

world to condemn the world, but in order that the 

world might be saved through him. 
18

Those who 

believe in him are not condemned; but those who 

do not believe are condemned already, because 

they have not believed in the name of the only 

Son of God. 
19

And this is the judgment, that the 

light has come into the world, and people loved 

darkness rather than light because their deeds 

were evil. 
20

For all who do evil hate the light and 

do not come to the light, so that their deeds may 

not be exposed. 
21

But those who do what is true 

come to the light, so that it may be clearly seen 

that their deeds have been done in God.” 
 

(The Scripture quotations contained herein are from the  

New Revised Standard Version of the Bible, copyright, 

1989, by the Division of Christian Education of the 

National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. 

Used by permission. All rights reserved.) 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_3:16
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Have You Seen the Light? 
Light is a very common metaphor throughout scripture, and especially in the Gospel of 

John, where light is featured in chapters 1, 3, 8, 9, 11, and 12. 
 

- In your own words, what does the spiritual metaphor “Light of the World” say about who Jesus is? 

- In Chapter 12, Jesus calls his followers “Children of Light.” What does this mean to you? 

 

In chapter 3, we read this metaphorical statement: “…the people loved darkness rather 

than light because their deeds were evil.” 
 

- What would be some examples of people loving darkness rather than light? 

- How have you in your own spiritual journey “loved the darkness” and stayed away from the light? 

- What do you need to do to make sure that your deeds are done “in the light of God?” 

 

- Recall that this whole story starts with Nicodemus coming to Jesus “by night,” that is, in the darkness. 

- How does Nicodemus’s late night visit establish the light/dark theme of this passage? 

- Why do you imagine Nick may have been unwilling to come to Jesus in the day time? 

God’s Voice 

 

This story tells about a voice from above 

that identifies Jesus as “my son” and then 

gives the command to “listen to him.” 

There are numerous other Bible stories in 

which God’s voice is heard. 

 

- Have you ever heard God’s voice? 

- How did you know it was God’s? 

- If you have not heard a literal voice, is 

there a way you have “heard God’s 

voice” in a figurative sense? 

- What do you suppose most people 

mean when they say they hear God’s 

voice? 

Light and Darkness 
 
“Light and darkness call forth a variety of 
associations, some contradictory. Light can 
be welcome when the dawn comes or the sun 
returns after a storm. Light can be harsh and 
glaring when we are on a long trek at noon 
and our eyes are squinting, our mouths are 
dry with thirst and our skin is beginning to 
burn. Darkness can be a haven for sleep and 
rest. It can also conceal potential dangers. 
Both light and darkness can, in the 
experiences of daily life, be welcome or 
unwelcome.” 

- Alyce M. McKenzie  

- Perkins School of Theology 

 

- What is your response to this thought? 

- How does the ambiguous nature of light and 

darkness add to or detract from your reading of 

this week’s passage? 

- In what ways can light be helpful? 

 …harmful? 

- In what ways can darkness be harmful? 

 …helpful? 

Equal Opportunity Condemnation 
 

This passage indicates that those who 

believe in Jesus will have eternal life, that 

those who believe will not be condemned. 

This inevitably brings up questions: 

 

“What about people who have never heard 

of Jesus and had the chance to believe? 

Are they condemned just because they’ve 

never had a chance to hear about Jesus?” 

 

- What is your personal opinion about that 

question? 

- Are the people who do not believe in 

Jesus because they haven’t heard of him 

condemned? 

 

- And what does it mean to ‘believe in 

Jesus,’ anyway? 

- Since there are different sets of beliefs in 

different traditions, how does that impact 

salvation? 

http://experts.patheos.com/expert/alycemckenzie/about/

