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REFLECTION PAGE 
For use as a small group discussion starter and/or for personal spiritual reflection 

Written by: Andy Bryan 

Mark 11:1-11 (NRSV) 

When they were approaching Jerusalem, at Bethphage and Bethany, near the Mount of Olives, he sent two of his disciples 
2
and said to them, ‘Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately as you enter it, you will find tied there a colt that 

has never been ridden; untie it and bring it. 
3
If anyone says to you, “Why are you doing this?” just say this, “The Lord 

needs it and will send it back here immediately.” ’ 
4
They went away and found a colt tied near a door, outside in the 

street. As they were untying it, 
5
some of the bystanders said to them, ‘What are you doing, untying the colt?’ 

6
They told 

them what Jesus had said; and they allowed them to take it. 
7
Then they brought the colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks on 

it; and he sat on it. 
8
Many people spread their cloaks on the road, and others spread leafy branches that they had cut in the 

fields. 
9
Then those who went ahead and those who followed were shouting, 

‘Hosanna! 

   Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!  
10

   Blessed is the coming kingdom of our ancestor David! 

Hosanna in the highest heaven!’  

11 Then he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple; and when he had looked around at everything, as it was already 

late, he went out to Bethany with the twelve.  

(The Scripture quotations contained herein are from the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible, copyright, 1989, by 

the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. Used by permission. 

All rights reserved.) 

 

Luke 19:29-40 (NRSV) 

29 When he had come near Bethphage and Bethany, at the 

place called the Mount of Olives, he sent two of the 

disciples, 
30

saying, ‘Go into the village ahead of you, and 

as you enter it you will find tied there a colt that has never 

been ridden. Untie it and bring it here. 
31

If anyone asks 

you, “Why are you untying it?” just say this: “The Lord 

needs it.” ’ 
32

So those who were sent departed and found it 

as he had told them. 
33

As they were untying the colt, its 

owners asked them, ‘Why are you untying the colt?’ 
34

They said, ‘The Lord needs it.’ 
35

Then they brought it to 

Jesus; and after throwing their cloaks on the colt, they set 

Jesus on it. 
36

As he rode along, people kept spreading their 

cloaks on the road. 
37

As he was now approaching the path 

down from the Mount of Olives, the whole multitude of the 

disciples began to praise God joyfully with a loud voice for 

all the deeds of power that they had seen, 
38

saying, 

‘Blessed is the king 

   who comes in the name of the Lord! 
Peace in heaven, 

   and glory in the highest heaven!’  
39

Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to him, ‘Teacher, 

order your disciples to stop.’ 
40

He answered, ‘I tell you, if 

these were silent, the stones would shout out.’ 

Matthew 21:1-11 (NRSV)  

When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached 

Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two 

disciples, 
2
saying to them, ‘Go into the village ahead of 

you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a 

colt with her; untie them and bring them to me. 
3
If anyone 

says anything to you, just say this, “The Lord needs them.” 

And he will send them immediately.’ 
4
This took place to 

fulfill what had been spoken through the prophet, saying,  
5
 ‘Tell the daughter of Zion, 

Look, your king is coming to you, 

   humble, and mounted on a donkey, 

     and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.’  
6
The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; 

7
they brought the donkey and the colt, and put their cloaks 

on them, and he sat on them. 
8
A very large crowd spread 

their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the 

trees and spread them on the road. 
9
The crowds that went 

ahead of him and that followed were shouting, 

‘Hosanna to the Son of David! 

   Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 

Hosanna in the highest heaven!’  
10

When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in 

turmoil, asking, ‘Who is this?’ 
11

The crowds were saying, 

‘This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.’ 
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Three Versions of the same Event 
The synoptic gospels are Matthew, Mark, and Luke. They are called “synoptic” because 

they “look the same.” It is assumed that Mark was the earliest gospel written of the 

three, and that Matthew and Luke had the gospel according to Mark in front of them as 

they each wrote their own versions. I chose to leave John’s version off of this Reflection 

Page because it is so different from the synoptic versions. 

 

- In the Palm Sunday story, what differences are there between Matthew and Mark? 

- What differences are there between Luke and Mark? 

- What things are unique to either Matthew or Luke, appearing in no other versions? 

 

This comparative study is helpful in discerning the individual gospel writers’ unique 

perspectives, the agendas they had in writing, and even the audiences of each. 

 
God’s Voice 

 

This story tells about a voice from above 

that identifies Jesus as “my son” and then 

gives the command to “listen to him.” 

There are numerous other Bible stories in 

which God’s voice is heard. 

 

- Have you ever heard God’s voice? 

- How did you know it was God’s? 

- If you have not heard a literal voice, is 

there a way you have “heard God’s 

voice” in a figurative sense? 

- What do you suppose most people 

mean when they say they hear God’s 

voice? 

Why Do We Do That? 
 
Palm Sunday is one of those Sundays with 
its own set of traditions. The branches, the 
songs, the crosses, etc. 
 
- In your opinion, why do we still wave those 
branches every year? 
- Why do you think it is mostly considered a 
“children’s activity?” 
- What does the waving of the branches 
symbolize for the modern church? 
- Has anyone ever explained to you what 
the word “Hosanna” means? 
(It means “Save us.”) 
- What does it mean for an entire 
congregation to join voices together and 
shout “Hosanna”? 
- From what are we asking to be saved? 
- Did Jesus respond to the plea in the 
scripture story? How? 
- Does he respond to us? How? 

Comparative questions 

For each version of the story, ask: 

 

1) Where does the event happen? 

2) Who is doing the shouting? 

3) What are they saying? 

4) What happens just before? 

5) What happens just after? 

 (You’ll have to crack open a Bible to 

answer these.) 

6) Are there any other differences? 

 

- As you study these different versions of 

the same story, how would you describe 

the overall tone of each version? 

- What do you suppose each author was 

emphasizing more than the others? 

- Does it “bother” you that the same story 

is told four different ways? 

Don’t Neglect Monday through Saturday 

A lot happens during “Holy Week” - starting this Sunday and culminating on Easter. 

- What do you risk missing if you jump from Palm Sunday straight to Easter? 

- What does the Easter celebration lack without remembering the events of the week? 

- What does a follower of Jesus gain by closely observing the last few days of his life? 

- What does “Holy Week” mean to you personally? Personal memories, childhood 

recollections, special moments … ? 
 


