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REFLECTION PAGE 
For use as a small group discussion starter and/or for personal spiritual reflection 

Written by: Andy Bryan 

Prelude or Coda? 

 

The story of Jesus cleansing the Temple is in all 

four Gospels. In the synoptic Gospels (Matthew, 

Mark, and Luke), it is placed at the end of Jesus’s 

ministry. But here in John, it is at the beginning. 

The only things that happen before this event are 

calling some of the disciples and the wedding at 

Cana. 

 

- Why do you suppose John places the story here 

at the beginning of Jesus’s ministry? 

- How does having the story here at the beginning 

establish Jesus’s relationship with the authorities 

of his day? 

 

- Why would the others have placed the story at 

the end of Jesus’s ministry? 

- How does having the story as a culmination of 

Jesus’s ministry impact the story of his life, death, 

and resurrection? 

 

- On another level, does it bug you that this 

significant event of Jesus’s ministry is located in 

different places, depending on what Gospel you 

are reading? 

- How does knowing things are in a different order 

in this version of the story impact your reading of 

Scripture? 

A Word about the Temple 

It always helps to know a bit of the historical context in which Jesus was operating: 

“Large crowds of pilgrims would come to Jerusalem for Passover … Cattle, sheep, and doves were 

required for burnt offerings in the Temple. Pilgrims would not be able to bring animals with them. The 

temple tax could only be paid in temple currency, into which pilgrims’ foreign currency needed to be 

converted. … Since a trade in animals was necessary to maintain the temple cult, Jesus issues a very 

serious challenge here.” - from the footnotes of The New Interpreter’s Study Bible 

John 2:13-22 (NRSV) 
 

13 The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus 

went up to Jerusalem. 
14

In the temple he found 

people selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and the 

money-changers seated at their tables. 
15

Making 

a whip of cords, he drove all of them out of the 

temple, both the sheep and the cattle. He also 

poured out the coins of the money-changers and 

overturned their tables. 
16

He told those who were 

selling the doves, ‘Take these things out of here! 

Stop making my Father’s house a market-place!’ 
17

His disciples remembered that it was written, 

‘Zeal for your house will consume me.’ 
18

The 

Jews then said to him, ‘What sign can you show 

us for doing this?’ 
19

Jesus answered them, 

‘Destroy this temple, and in three days I will 

raise it up.’ 
20

The Jews then said, ‘This temple 

has been under construction for forty-six years, 

and will you raise it up in three days?’ 
21

But he 

was speaking of the temple of his body. 
22

After 

he was raised from the dead, his disciples 

remembered that he had said this; and they 

believed the scripture and the word that Jesus 

had spoken. 
(The Scripture quotations contained herein are from the  

New Revised Standard Version of the Bible, copyright, 

1989, by the Division of Christian Education of the 

National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. 

Used by permission. All rights reserved.) 
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The Emporium Moratorium: 

“Stop making my Father’s house a 

marketplace!” 
It is interesting to note that the word translated 

“marketplace” appears only once in all of scripture. It 

is also interesting to note that the word is not 

uncommon in modern English usage. The Greek word 

is emporion; it is easy to see where we get the English 

word “emporium,” isn’t it? 

 Jesus is reacting to how the true purpose of the Temple 

has been altered.  

 

- In your own words, what is the true purpose of the 

Temple, and how have the salespeople and money 

changers altered it? 

- Why does this alteration make Jesus so angry? 

 

- Can you think of ways that the contemporary church 

has altered our purpose? 

- Are there ways in which the church has become an 

emporium, a marketplace, or something else that it is 

not supposed to be? 

- If so, what must we do to reform? 

God’s Voice 

 

This story tells about a voice from above 

that identifies Jesus as “my son” and then 

gives the command to “listen to him.” 

There are numerous other Bible stories in 

which God’s voice is heard. 

 

- Have you ever heard God’s voice? 

- How did you know it was God’s? 

- If you have not heard a literal voice, is 

there a way you have “heard God’s 

voice” in a figurative sense? 

- What do you suppose most people 

mean when they say they hear God’s 

voice? 

The Tables Might Be Turned? 
 
"I read the cleansing of the temple as a stark 
warning against any and every false sense of 
security. Misplaced allegiances, religious 
presumption, pathetic excuses, smug self-
satisfaction, spiritual complacency, nationalist 
zeal, political idolatry, and economic greed in the 
name of God are only some of the tables that 
Jesus would overturn in his own day and in 
ours." - Daniel B. Clendenin, Journey with Jesus 

Foundation 

 

- How do you react to this quote? 

- Do you agree with Clendenin’s list of modern day 

“tables” Jesus would overturn? 

- Do you have any “tables” that you would add to 

the list? 

 

- What do you think is meant by “false sense of 

security?” 

Angry Jesus 
 

Jesus gets angry ever now and then, and this 

passage is one of those places. 

 

- Does it bother you that Jesus gets so 

demonstrably angry? 

- What does “angry Jesus” reveal to you about 

the character of God? 

 

- What is the source of Jesus’s anger in this 

story? 

- Is there a way for this story to inform us 

more generally as to what should anger us and 

what should not? 

 

- How do such descriptions of Jesus’s human 

emotions help you with your own? 

- Is anger ever a good thing? 

- Why or why not? 

Jesus in Film 
 

This scene is always a good one in movies 

that depict the life of Jesus. One of my 

favorite depictions is in “The Last 

Temptation of Christ.” Take a look: 

Click this link: http://tiny.cc/qIBe2b 

 

- What is your reaction to the scene? 

 

“God doesn’t need a palace.”  

- Agree or disagree? 

- Are our modern church buildings “God 

palaces”? 

- Why or why not? 

 

Potentially interesting tangent:  

Who’s the best Jesus in the movies? 

- Willem Dafoe (Last Temptation) 

- Ted Neely (Superstar) 

- Jim Caviezel (Passion) 

- Max von Sydow (Greatest Story) 

- Victor Garber (Godspell) 

- Jeffrey Hunter (King of Kings) 

http://tiny.cc/qIBe2b

