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REFLECTION PAGE 
For use as a small group discussion starter and/or for personal spiritual reflection 

Written by: Andy Bryan 

John 20:1-18 (NRSV) 
Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, 

Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and saw that the stone 

had been removed from the tomb. 
2
So she ran and went to 

Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus 

loved, and said to them, ‘They have taken the Lord out of 

the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him.’ 
3
Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went towards 

the tomb. 
4
The two were running together, but the other 

disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 
5
He bent 

down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, 

but he did not go in. 
6
Then Simon Peter came, following 

him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings 

lying there, 
7
and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not 

lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by 

itself. 
8
Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, 

also went in, and he saw and believed; 
9
for as yet they did 

not understand the scripture, that he must rise from the 

dead. 
10

Then the disciples returned to their homes.  

11 But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, 

she bent over to look into the tomb; 
12

and she saw two 

angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been 

lying, one at the head and the other at the feet. 
13

They said 

to her, ‘Woman, why are you weeping?’ She said to them, 

‘They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where 

they have laid him.’ 
14

When she had said this, she turned 

round and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know 

that it was Jesus. 
15

Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, why are you 

weeping? For whom are you looking?’ Supposing him to be 

the gardener, she said to him, ‘Sir, if you have carried him 

away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him 

away.’ 
16

Jesus said to her, ‘Mary!’ She turned and said to 

him in Hebrew, ‘Rabbouni!’ (which means Teacher). 
17

Jesus said to her, ‘Do not hold on to me, because I have 

not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and 

say to them, “I am ascending to my Father and your Father, 

to my God and your God.” ’ 
18

Mary Magdalene went and 

announced to the disciples, ‘I have seen the Lord’; and she 

told them that he had said these things to her.  

 

 (The Scripture quotations contained herein are from the 

New Revised Standard Version of the Bible, copyright, 

1989, by the Division of Christian Education of the 

National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. 

Used by permission. All rights reserved.) 

 

Share the News! 
 

What kinds of “good news” would you want to 

share with family and friends? 

 

When you have good news, who is the first 

person you want to share it with? 

 

Why is that? What is it about that person that 

compels you to share the news with them? 

 

Would you ever want to share good news with 

strangers? …people you have never met? 

 

What makes it difficult (uncomfortable?) to 

share good news with strangers?  

 

Can you imagine a scenario in which you would 

share good news with people you don’t know? 

What’s in a Name? 
Mary first thinks the risen Jesus is the gardener, 

then Jesus calls to her by name. (v. 15-16) 

 

- Why does Jesus use Mary’s name? 

- What is the significance of Mary hearing her 

own name? 

- What changes in her when she hears Jesus call 

her name? 

- How is she now able to identify him whereas 

before he called her name she was not? 

- How many people do you think know you by 

name? 

- What does knowing a name add to a 

relationship? 
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RESURRECTION 
Christians associate the resurrection with Jesus, of course, but it is a doctrine not unique to Christianity 

alone. Ancient Egyptian and Canaanite religions taught it, and it is a teaching in Pharisaic Judaism as 

well, though it was rejected by the Sadducees.  

In no other religions, however, is the doctrine such a central pillar of the faith. 

- Can you define “resurrection” in your own words? 

- Can you make a distinction between “resurrection” and “resuscitation?” 

 

Think about this: Lazarus was raised from the dead by Jesus. He lived out the rest of his 

life and (we assume) died at some point. Jesus was raised from the dead by God, and did 

not die again but rather “ascended into heaven.” 

- Does this consideration change your definition of “resurrection?” 

- Put it this way: What is happening in resurrection?  

What forces are in play, and how do they interact? God’s Voice 

 

This story tells about a voice from above 

that identifies Jesus as “my son” and then 

gives the command to “listen to him.” 

There are numerous other Bible stories in 

which God’s voice is heard. 

 

- Have you ever heard God’s voice? 

- How did you know it was God’s? 

- If you have not heard a literal voice, is 

there a way you have “heard God’s 

voice” in a figurative sense? 

- What do you suppose most people 

mean when they say they hear God’s 

voice? 

And So What? 
As irreverent as it may be, we have to ask the “so 

what” question. Knowing what resurrection is (kind 

of), what impact does it have? What’s the big deal? 

- What does the resurrection of Jesus mean for you 

personally? 

- What does the resurrection of Jesus mean for the 

world? 

- What are some day-to-day, practical implications 

of the resurrection of Jesus? 

- Does it change your attitude? Inspire you? 

Comfort you? Puzzle you? Frustrate you? … ? 

 

We consider the resurrection of Jesus, and also the 

more general “resurrection of the dead,” vividly 

described in 1 Corinthians 15. Excerpt: 

Listen, I will tell you a mystery! We will not all die, 

but we will all be changed, 
52

in a moment, in the 

twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the 

trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised 

imperishable, and we will be changed. 
53

For this 

perishable body must put on imperishability, and 

this mortal body must put on immortality. 

 

- What do the terms “imperishable” and “immortal” 

mean to you? 

- How do you think about your own personal 

resurrection? 

- What is the difference between a “physical body” 

and a “spiritual body?” 

Quotable 

“The best thing we can say of this 

house of earth, is, that it is a ruinous 

building, and will not be long before it 

tumbles into dust; that it is not our 

home, -- we look for another ‘house, 

eternal in the heavens;’ that we shall 

not always be confined here, but that in 

a little time we shall be delivered from 

the bondage of corruption, from this 

burden of flesh, into the glorious liberty 

of the sons of God.” 
- John Wesley, “On the Resurrection of the Dead”  

- http://new.gbgm-

umc.org/umhistory/wesley/sermons/137/  

 

This quote is part of a sermon on resurrection; 

the entirety can be read at the link above. 

 

- What does this quote say to you in your own 

words? 

- How do you react to it? 

- Do you believe that we are in “bondage” to 

the “corruption” of this world? 

- What does this quote have to say about 

mortality and eternity? 

- How do you imagine the “glorious liberty” 

that awaits children of God? 

http://new.gbgm-umc.org/umhistory/wesley/sermons/137/
http://new.gbgm-umc.org/umhistory/wesley/sermons/137/

