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REFLECTION PAGE 
For use as a small group discussion starter and/or for personal spiritual reflection 

Written by: Andy Bryan 

Acts 4:8-22,  (NRSV) 
8
Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, 

‘Rulers of the people and elders, 
9
if we are questioned 

today because of a good deed done to someone who was 

sick and are asked how this man has been healed, 
10

let it 

be known to all of you, and to all the people of Israel, that 

this man is standing before you in good health by the 

name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, 

whom God raised from the dead. 
11

This Jesus is 

“the stone that was rejected by you, the builders; 

   it has become the cornerstone.”  
12

There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other 

name under heaven given among mortals by which we 

must be saved.’  

13 Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John 

and realized that they were uneducated and ordinary men, 

they were amazed and recognized them as companions of 

Jesus. 
14

When they saw the man who had been cured 

standing beside them, they had nothing to say in 

opposition. 
15

So they ordered them to leave the council 

while they discussed the matter with one another. 
16

They 

said, ‘What will we do with them? For it is obvious to all 

who live in Jerusalem that a notable sign has been done 

through them; we cannot deny it. 
17

But to keep it from 

spreading further among the people, let us warn them to 

speak no more to anyone in this name.’ 
18

So they called 

them and ordered them not to speak or teach at all in the 

name of Jesus. 
19

But Peter and John answered them, 

‘Whether it is right in God’s sight to listen to you rather 

than to God, you must judge; 
20

for we cannot keep from 

speaking about what we have seen and heard.’ 
21

After 

threatening them again, they let them go, finding no way 

to punish them because of the people, for all of them 

praised God for what had happened. 
22

For the man on 

whom this sign of healing had been performed was more 

than forty years old.  
 

 (The Scripture quotations contained herein are from the New 

Revised Standard Version of the Bible, copyright, 1989, by the 

Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the 

Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. Used by permission. All rights 

reserved.) 

 

Uneducated & Ordinary 
 

In verse 13, Pete and Johnny are labeled 

“uneducated and ordinary.” 

 

- Why do you suppose this detail is 

important to the story? 

 

Consider this: 

The audience in the story is the “rulers, 

elders, and scribes assembled in 

Jerusalem, with Annas the high priest, 

Caiaphas, John, and Alexander, and all 

who were of the high-priestly family.” Pete 

and Johnny are being questioned about the 

healing miracle they had accomplished in 

chapter 3. 

 

- What does the contrast between the 

audience and the speaker say to you? 

- If Pete and Johnny were not able to rely 

upon their education or their own 

extraordinary ability, what then did they 

rely on? (Hint: read verse 8!) 

 

- How are the things of this world 

designed to make us rely on our own 

abilities? 

- In order to “succeed” by the standards of 

the world, what do you typically have to 

rely on? 

 

- Contrasting that with following Jesus, 

how do we “succeed” in discipleship? 

- How do you rely on God in your life? 

- Toward what end? What does “success” 

look like in discipleship terms? 

- Do you honestly rely on God for very 

much in your life? 
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εὐεργεσία - (euergesia) 
This is the Greek word that means “a good deed 

done for another.” It appears twice in the New 

Testament, and one of those times is right here in 

verse nine. It is one of the reasons that Pete and 

Johnny are brought in for questioning - because the 

ruling council had seen something they had done to 

help someone who was in need of help. The prefix 

eu- means “good” and the base word ergon means 

“work.” (btw, most of the time in the New 

Testament, you’ll just see the word ergon.) 

 

- So, if you were following Jesus in the 1
st
 

century, would the ruling council have 

bothered to call you in for an interview? 

 

In other words - What have you done to help 

another person in the name of Jesus? 

- What is the outward evidence that you are a 

follower of Jesus who is living the life abundant? 

- What do you do “in the name of 

Jesus” that could not be done 

otherwise? 
- If a random person suddenly asked you for your 

religious credentials, what would you show them? 

 

God’s Voice 

 

This story tells about a voice from above 

that identifies Jesus as “my son” and then 

gives the command to “listen to him.” 

There are numerous other Bible stories in 

which God’s voice is heard. 

 

- Have you ever heard God’s voice? 

- How did you know it was God’s? 

- If you have not heard a literal voice, is 

there a way you have “heard God’s 

voice” in a figurative sense? 

- What do you suppose most people 

mean when they say they hear God’s 

voice? 

“…for we cannot keep from speaking 

about what we have seen and heard.” 
 

Verse 4:20 links together what is said and what is 

experienced. Yes, they are speaking but it’s not just 

about any old thing; they are speaking about their 

experiences with the living presence of Christ. 

 

- How do you balance your experiences with God 

and what you say about God? 

- Do you experience more than you talk about?  

- Do you talk about more than you experience? 

 

- What makes people reluctant to speak out about 

their experiences with God? 

- And yet, it seems fairly easy to speak out about 

one’s favorite sports team … ? 

καταγγέλλω-(katangello) 
This is the Greek word that means “to announce or 

make known, to proclaim publicly.” It is a fairly 

common word in the New Testament. It is another 

one of the reasons that Pete and Johnny are brought 

in for questioning - because the ruling council was 

“much annoyed” that they were teaching people 

about the resurrection of Jesus; they were teaching 

people that Jesus IS alive.” The prefix kata- means 

“according to” and the base word angellon means 

“messenger” and “angel.” 

 

- So again, if you were following Jesus in 

the 1
st
 century, would the council have 

bothered to call you in for an interview? 

 

In other words - What have you said out loud to 

announce the good news in the name of Jesus? 

- How do your conversations show that you are a 

follower of Jesus who is living the life abundant? 

- What do you say “in the name of 

Jesus” that could not be said 

otherwise? 
- If you were speaking to a random person, would 

they be able to tell you are a Christian by the 

conversation? 

Quotable: 

“Those that have been with Jesus, in converse and 

communion with him, have been attending on his 

word, praying in his name, and celebrating the 

memorials of his death and resurrection, should 

conduct themselves, in every thing, so that those 

who converse with them may take knowledge of 

them that they have been with Jesus; and this 

makes them so holy, and heavenly, and spiritual, 

and cheerful; this has raised them so much above 

this world, and filled them with another.”  

- from Matthew Henry’s commentary 
http://www.ccel.org/ccel/henry/mhc6.Acts.v.html 

 

- What does this quote say to you? 

- Put this quote in your own words. 

http://www.ccel.org/ccel/henry/mhc6.Acts.v.html

