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REFLECTION PAGE 
For use as a small group discussion starter and/or for personal spiritual reflection 

Written by: Andy Bryan 

Acts 2:22-24,  (NRSV) 

[And Peter said,] ‘You that are Israelites, listen to 

what I have to say: Jesus of Nazareth, a man 

attested to you by God with deeds of power, 

wonders, and signs that God did through him 

among you, as you yourselves know— 
23

this 

man, handed over to you according to the definite 

plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified 

and killed by the hands of those outside the law. 
24

But God raised him up, having freed him from 

death, because it was impossible for him to be 

held in its power. 
32

This Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us 

are witnesses. 
33

Being therefore exalted at the 

right hand of God, and having received from the 

Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, he has 

poured out this that you both see and hear. 
34

For 

David did not ascend into the heavens, but he 

himself says, 

“The Lord said to my Lord, 

‘Sit at my right hand,  
35

   until I make your enemies your footstool.’ ”  
36

Therefore let the entire house of Israel know 

with certainty that God has made him both Lord 

and Messiah, this Jesus whom you crucified.’  

37 Now when they heard this, they were cut to 

the heart and said to Peter and to the other 

apostles, ‘Brothers, what should we do?’ 
38

Peter 

said to them, ‘Repent, and be baptized every one 

of you in the name of Jesus Christ so that your 

sins may be forgiven; and you will receive the 

gift of the Holy Spirit. 
39

For the promise is for 

you, for your children, and for all who are far 

away, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to 

him. 
 

 (The Scripture quotations contained herein are from the 

New Revised Standard Version of the Bible, copyright, 

1989, by the Division of Christian Education of the 

National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. 

Used by permission. All rights reserved.) 

 

Who’ll Be a Witness? 

“…all of us are witnesses…” 

 

- What comes to mind when you think of 

the word “witness?” 

- How is this word used in a secular 

sense? 

- How is it used in a sacred sense? 

 

There is often a negative connotation to 

the idea of “witnessing” when it comes 

to faith. 

- Why do you think this is? 

- From where does that negative 

connotation derive? 

- Describe the most extreme caricature as 

you have heard it of a person 

“witnessing” to another. 

- Is this caricature a fair one? 

- Why or why not? 

 

The Greek word translated “witness” is 

martus, which is also translated 

“martyr.” 

- Have you ever thought of these two 

words as being connected before? 

- How are these two words related in 

your opinion? 

- How does being a witness compare to 

being a martyr? 

- How are they different? 
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Testimony 
Peter gave his testimony (Gk. diamarturomai for + to bear witness) of what he and the other disciples 

had seen. Basically, he said they had seen Jesus killed and then seen him raised from the dead. 

 

- What is your testimony? - 

- For what do you bear witness in what you say and what you do? - 

- Or said in another way, whose story do you tell? -  

- Do you tell a story of love, grace, forgiveness, compassion, justice? -  

- Or do you tell another story? …career? …position? …privilege? …status? 

 
Testimony can be enacted as well as spoken;  

the life we lead testifies for us, maybe even more so than the words we speak. 

 

- Knowing this, what is the value in “speaking it out loud,” anyway? - 

- Is just being Christian enough, or do you have to say you’re Christian, too? - 

 

God’s Voice 

 

This story tells about a voice from above 

that identifies Jesus as “my son” and then 

gives the command to “listen to him.” 

There are numerous other Bible stories in 

which God’s voice is heard. 

 

- Have you ever heard God’s voice? 

- How did you know it was God’s? 

- If you have not heard a literal voice, is 

there a way you have “heard God’s 

voice” in a figurative sense? 

- What do you suppose most people 

mean when they say they hear God’s 

voice? 

Quite a reaction! 
 

When the people heard Peter’s testimony, they 

“were cut to the heart” and immediately wondered 

what they were to do. When Peter told them, 3,000 

people immediately welcomed the message and 

were baptized. 

 

- What did they hear in Peter’s message that 

affected them so dramatically? 

- What do you suppose made them respond 

with such immediate affirmation? 

- What other responses to Peter’s witness 

might have been expected? 

 

On the flipside… 

-Do you think Peter expected this kind of 

response? 

- What do you think Peter might have 

anticipated from the crowd? 

- What do you suppose the other disciples 

were thinking as they heard Peter speak? 

- What do you imagine the disciples felt 

when 3,000 people became believers that 

day? 

Quotable 
3,000 professions of faith in one day would be 

quite an experience for any church! In fact 

this passage is often cited by church growth 

advocates as scriptural basis for the mega-

church movement. However, a new movement 

is taking hold of modern Christianity, people 

like Douglas John Hall, who wrote: 

 

“I am personally not very much 

worried about the reduction in numbers 

where Christianity … [is] concerned. I 

am far more concerned about the 

qualitative factor: what kind of 

Christianity … are we talking about?” 

 

- How do you respond to this quote? 

- What is the relationship between 

“quantity” and “quality” when it comes 

to church? 

- Is there a limit on what churches 

should do to attract people, or is it 

“anything that gets them in the door?” 

- More numbers then deeper growth? 

OR deeper growth then more numbers?  


