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REFLECTION PAGE 
For use as a small group discussion starter and/or for personal spiritual reflection 

Written by: Andy Bryan 

Acts 10:34-48 (NRSV) 

34 Then Peter began to speak to them: ‘I truly 

understand that God shows no partiality, 
35

but in 

every nation anyone who fears him and does what 

is right is acceptable to him. 
36

You know the 

message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching 

peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. 
37

That 

message spread throughout Judea, beginning in 

Galilee after the baptism that John 

announced: 
38

how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth 

with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went 

about doing good and healing all who were 

oppressed by the devil, for God was with 

him. 
39

We are witnesses to all that he did both in 

Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by 

hanging him on a tree; 
40

but God raised him on the 

third day and allowed him to appear, 
41

not to all 

the people but to us who were chosen by God as 

witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after 

he rose from the dead. 
42

He commanded us to 

preach to the people and to testify that he is the 

one ordained by God as judge of the living and the 

dead. 
43

All the prophets testify about him that 

everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness 

of sins through his name.’ 
44 

While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit 

fell upon all who heard the word. 
45

The 

circumcised believers who had come with Peter 

were astounded that the gift of the Holy Spirit had 

been poured out even on the Gentiles, 
46

for they 

heard them speaking in tongues and extolling God. 

Then Peter said, 
47

‘Can anyone withhold the water 

for baptizing these people who have received the 

Holy Spirit just as we have?’ 
48

So he ordered them 

to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then 

they invited him to stay for several days. 
 

 (The Scripture quotations contained herein are from the 

New Revised Standard Version of the Bible, copyright, 1989, 

by the Division of Christian Education of the National 

Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. Used by 

permission. All rights reserved.) 

 

God Doesn’t Play Favorites 

 

In verse 34, we read the phrase “God 

shows no partiality.” In this phrase there is 

a word that appears just a handful of times 

in the New Testament (prosopolemptes). It 

seems this idea is such an important one 

that the writers of scripture invented a new 

word for it. It is a combination of the word 

for “face” and the word for “take.”  

 

In a more modern sense, this line might be 

interpreted as “God takes nothing at face 

value.” In other words, God sees beneath 

the surface of people (race, nationality, 

ethnicity, etc.), and knows the person 

within. 

 

- What does this characteristic of God 

mean to you, in your own words? 

- How significant is God’s “impartiality” in 

your own faith life? 

- What does it reveal about God’s overall 

character to understand that God doesn’t 

“play favorites?” 

 

- How do you try to emulate God’s 

impartiality in your own discipleship? 

- What “gets in the way” of us being 

impartial like God is impartial? 

- Does being impartial like God is mean 

that we have to like everybody? 
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Fear Not? 
Peter says that anyone who fears God and does 

what is right is accepted by God. 

 

- What does it mean to “fear God?” 

- What images does the term “God-fearing” conjure 

up in your mind? 

- What is there to be afraid of? Isn’t God loving 

and merciful and gracious and all that? 

 

It is a common idea in scripture, including for 

example Psalm 33:8-:9 

Let all the earth fear the Lord; 

   let all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe. 

For he spoke, and it came to be; 

   he commanded, and it stood firm. 

 

- Are “fear” and “awe” synonyms? 

- If we say “awe” instead of “fear” are we 

somehow weakening the Word of God? 

 

In Greek the word is phobeo, which means pretty 

much just “fear.” You can see the English word 

“phobia” pretty clearly. 

 

- Is it helpful to contrast earthly fear with divine? 

- Similarly to human love and divine love, is there 

a difference between fear of things in this world 

and fear of God? 

 

God’s Voice 

 

This story tells about a voice from above 

that identifies Jesus as “my son” and then 

gives the command to “listen to him.” 

There are numerous other Bible stories in 

which God’s voice is heard. 

 

- Have you ever heard God’s voice? 

- How did you know it was God’s? 

- If you have not heard a literal voice, is 

there a way you have “heard God’s 

voice” in a figurative sense? 

- What do you suppose most people 

mean when they say they hear God’s 

voice? 
Quotable: 

“Given how quickly we USAmerican Christians divide and 

denounce and declare one another heretical, could it be that 

we need to hear this story even more than we need to hear 

the all-too-familiar and all-too-comfortable Resurrection tale? 

Could it be we need this story to save us from our arrogance 

and complacency? How might it change the church, change 

us, change me, if Acts 10:35 was our lead-off hitter, our first 

responder, our top go-to text? 

Those questions haunt me and I hope to explore them further. 

But the hardest question here is one the text asks of me: What 

categories am I using to judge and forbid people? Who am I 

excluding from the family of God? How am I subverting God’s 

subversion of exclusivity?” - Rev. Dave Buerstetta 

 

- What does this quote say to you? 

Watch for Falling Spirit 
 

When “the Holy Spirit fell upon all who 

heard the word…” 

… what did it look like? 

… what did it sound like? 

… what did it feel like? 

 

Use your sanctified imagination and try to 

envision the scene as if you were there. 

 

Now go back and read Acts 2:1-4. 

- Compare and contrast these two scenes. 

- How are they similar? 

- How are they different? 

 

Baptized! 

 

Those on whom the Spirit falls are then 

baptized.  

 

- Why does Peter want them to be baptized? 

- Is there any significance in the way he 

phrases the question? (“Can anyone 

withhold…?”) 

 

- In your own words, what happens in 

baptism? 

- Why do we baptize people in the church? 

 

The UM Liturgy says, “Through the 

sacrament of Baptism we are  

1) initiated into Christ’s holy church.  

2) We are incorporated into God’s mighty 

acts of salvation and  

3) given new birth through water and the 

Spirit.”  

 

- What do each of these three actions mean 

to you? 

-  


