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REFLECTION PAGE 
For use as a small group discussion starter and/or for personal spiritual reflection 

Written by: Andy Bryan 

James 5:6-10 (NRSV) 
Come now, you rich people, weep and wail for the miseries that are coming to you. 

2
Your riches have 

rotted, and your clothes are moth-eaten. 
3
Your gold and silver have rusted, and their rust will be 

evidence against you, and it will eat your flesh like fire. You have laid up treasure for the last 

days. 
4
Listen! The wages of the laborers who mowed your fields, which you kept back by fraud, cry 

out, and the cries of the harvesters have reached the ears of the Lord of hosts. 
5
You have lived on the 

earth in luxury and in pleasure; you have fattened your hearts on a day of slaughter. 
6
You have 

condemned and murdered the righteous one, who does not resist you.  
(The Scripture quotations contained herein are from the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible, copyright, 1989, by the 

Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. Used by permission. All 

rights reserved.) 

1 Timothy 6:6-10 
6
Of course, there is great gain in godliness 

combined with contentment;
7
for we brought 

nothing into the world, so that we can take 

nothing out of it; 
8
but if we have food and 

clothing, we will be content with these.
9
But 

those who want to be rich fall into temptation 

and are trapped by many senseless and harmful 

desires that plunge people into ruin and 

destruction. 
10

For the love of money is a root of 

all kinds of evil, and in their eagerness to be rich 

some have wandered away from the faith and 

pierced themselves with many pains. 

Matthew 6:19-21; 24 
19 ‘Do not store up for yourselves treasures on 

earth, where moth and rust consume and where 

thieves break in and steal; 
20

but store up for 

yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither 

moth nor rust consumes and where thieves do 

not break in and steal. 
21

For where your treasure 

is, there your heart will be also. … 
24 

‘No one can serve two masters; for a slave will 

either hate the one and love the other, or be 

devoted to the one and despise the other. You 

cannot serve God and wealth. 

 

2 Corinthians 8:8b-15 
…I am testing the genuineness of your love against the earnestness of others. 

9
For you know the 

generous act of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so 

that by his poverty you might become rich. 
10

And in this matter I am giving my advice: it is appropriate 

for you who began last year not only to do something but even to desire to do something— 
11

now finish 

doing it, so that your eagerness may be matched by completing it according to your means. 
12

For if the 

eagerness is there, the gift is acceptable according to what one has—not according to what one does not 

have. 
13

I do not mean that there should be relief for others and pressure on you, but it is a question of a 

fair balance between 
14

your present abundance and their need, so that their abundance may be for your 

need, in order that there may be a fair balance. 
15

As it is written, ‘The one who had much did not have 

too much, and the one who had little did not have too little.’ 
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Money in Scripture 
There are hundreds, and some count more 

than 2,000 scriptures that relate to money. 

 

- Why do you think this is the case? 

 

- What makes money such a common 

theme in the scriptures? 

 

- Most of the passages are warnings about 

money or somehow cast wealth in a 

negative light. Why do you suppose this is 

so? 

 

- Why do we need to be warned about 

what money might do? 

 

- Considering the frequency with which 

money is discussed in scripture, why can it 

sometimes be such a difficult topic for 

people to discuss face-to-face? 

 

God’s Voice 

 

This story tells about a voice from above 

that identifies Jesus as “my son” and then 

gives the command to “listen to him.” 

There are numerous other Bible stories in 

which God’s voice is heard. 

 

- Have you ever heard God’s voice? 

- How did you know it was God’s? 

- If you have not heard a literal voice, is 

there a way you have “heard God’s 

voice” in a figurative sense? 

- What do you suppose most people 

mean when they say they hear God’s 

voice? 

James On Money 
“Your gold and silver have rusted, and their 

rust will be evidence against you…” 

 

- Evidence of what? 

 

- What is James’ big concern with money? 

 

- What does he warn against? 

 

- What does the image of rusty gold and 

silver conjure up in your mind? 

 

- How do we have “rusty gold” in our day 

and age?  

 

- What is the modern lesson for us hearing 

this passage today? 

It’s Not the Money, It’s the Love 

There is a unique Greek word for “love of 

money” (φιλαργυρία - philarguria). It 

comes from the word philos (love) plus 

the world arguros (silver). This is the 

word that appears in the book of 1 

Timothy. 

 

It is frequently said that money is not the 

root of evil, but rather love of money. 

 

- What difference does this distinction 

make when thinking about wealth? 

- If it weren’t for money, would “love of 

money” be an issue? 

- So are we splitting hairs here, or is there 

a real distinction to be made? 

- If a person has more than just the basics 

(food, clothing, shelter), is that evidence 

of “love of money”? 

- Why or why not? 

Jesus on Money 
Jesus talks a lot about money, including this 

passage from the Sermon on the Mount 

(Matthew 6, see page 1). His teaching about 

“God and wealth” indicates that one cannot 

be in service to both. 

 

- What would it look like for a servant to try 

to serve two masters at once? 

 

- How do God and wealth compete for our 

attention / devotion / obedience? 

 

- Why can’t you love both wealth and God? 

 

- What actions, behaviors, or decisions give 

evidence of your love for money or wealth? 

- What actions, behaviors, or decisions give 

evidence of your love of God? 

- Are any of those actions, behaviors, or 

decisions the same? 

 

- To ask bluntly, can a rich person follow 

Jesus? Why do you answer the way you do? 

- (cf. Matthew 19: 24) 


