
1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Week of November 12, 2012 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

REFLECTION PAGE 
For use as a small group discussion starter and/or for personal spiritual reflection 

Written by: Andy Bryan 

Matthew 18:1-7, 10-14 (NRSV) 
At that time the disciples came to Jesus and asked, ‘Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?’ 

2
He 

called a child, whom he put among them, 
3
and said, ‘Truly I tell you, unless you change and become 

like children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.
4
Whoever becomes humble like this child is 

the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. 
5
Whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me. 

6 ‘If any of you put a stumbling-block before one of these little ones who believe in me, it would be 

better for you if a great millstone were fastened around your neck and you were drowned in the depth of 

the sea. 
7
Woe to the world because of stumbling-blocks! Occasions for stumbling are bound to come, 

but woe to the one by whom the stumbling-block comes! 

 

10 ‘Take care that you do not despise one of these little ones; for, I tell you, in heaven their angels 

continually see the face of my Father in heaven. 
12

What do you think? If a shepherd has a hundred 

sheep, and one of them has gone astray, does he not leave the ninety-nine on the mountains and go in 

search of the one that went astray? 
13

And if he finds it, truly I tell you, he rejoices over it more than 

over the ninety-nine that never went astray. 
14

So it is not the will of your Father in heaven that one of 

these little ones should be lost. 
 (The Scripture quotations contained herein are from the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible, copyright, 1989, by the 

Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. Used by permission. All 

rights reserved.) 

Humble … Like a child? 
“Whoever becomes humble like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.” - Jesus 

 

- How do you define “humble?” What does it mean to be humble like a child? 

 

Often this passage is interpreted to mean that children are “innocent” or “pure” and that we are 

supposed to try to be like that. However, take note that “innocent” is very different than “humble.” 

Think of it this way: 

 

- Of what does an earthly definition of “greatness” consist?  

- How would we answer the question if it had been, “Who is the greatest in the kingdom of this world?” 

- In a society run by adults with status, money, and therefore power, what place do children hold? 

- What is a child’s status in such a society? How much power do children have? 

 

- With this in mind, what does it mean to be humble like a child? 

- How do/can/will you become humble like a child in the context of your day-to-day life? 
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If / Then Statement 
Verse 2 is a two-part statement, a conditional 

statement phrased in the negative, basically 

 IF you do not humble yourself… 

 THEN you will not enter the kingdom. 

We spend a lot of time on the “IF” but do not tend 

to reflect on the “THEN” very much. Let’s do 

that! 

 

- What does Jesus mean when he says “enter 

the kingdom of heaven?” 

- Does he mean “go to heaven when you die?” 

- If so, isn’t that earning your way into heaven 

by becoming humble? And if not, why not? 

- If so, then how does that square with your 

idea of grace and forgiveness being freely 

given by God? 

- WELL, if it doesn’t mean “go to heaven 

when you die,” then what does it mean? 

- Is there a way to “enter the kingdom of 

heaven” here on earth, while we are living? 

 

Luke 17:20-21 = Once Jesus was asked by the 

Pharisees when the kingdom of God was coming, 

and he answered, ‘The kingdom of God is not 

coming with things that can be observed; 21nor will 

they say, “Look, here it is!” or “There it is!” For, 

in fact, the kingdom of God is among you.’ “Look, 

here it is!” or “There it is!” For, in fact, the 

kingdom of God is among you.’ 

 

- What does this passage from Luke mean to 

you? 

- Does it change your answers to the 

questions above? 

- Why or why not? 

- What is the “kingdom of God” anyway? 

- Do you believe the “kingdom of God” and 

the “kingdom of heaven” are the same thing? 

God’s Voice 

 

This story tells about a voice from above 

that identifies Jesus as “my son” and then 

gives the command to “listen to him.” 

There are numerous other Bible stories in 

which God’s voice is heard. 

 

- Have you ever heard God’s voice? 

- How did you know it was God’s? 

- If you have not heard a literal voice, is 

there a way you have “heard God’s 

voice” in a figurative sense? 

- What do you suppose most people 

mean when they say they hear God’s 

voice? 

Woe to the World! 
Matthew 18:6 contains some of the 

harshest language we ever hear from 

Jesus. His warning against those 

who put stumbling blocks in front of 

“these little ones” is dramatic, to say 

the least. 

 

- Why do you think Jesus uses such 

strong language here? 

- Why is the idea of “stumbling 

blocks” so important to Jesus? 

- Who are the “little ones” to whom 

he refers? Are we still talking about 

children here? 

- What do these stumbling blocks 

prevent the “little ones” from 

attaining? 

- What are examples of stumbling 

blocks in our world today? 

- How have you been able to remove 

a stumbling block or two from in 

front of someone? 

- How could you in the future? 

“Whoever welcomes one 

such child in my name 

welcomes me.” - Jesus 
 

- What does Jesus mean by this? 

- How does this statement inform you 

personally in how you see children? 

- How should a statement like this 

inform the church as whole about the 

significance of children? 

- How does the present reality match 

up with Jesus’s vision when it comes 

to children in churches? 

- What can we do better, to be closer 

to the picture that Jesus has 

envisioned for us? 


