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REFLECTION  

PAGE 
For use as a small group discussion starter  

and/or for personal spiritual reflection 

Written by: Andy Bryan 

Psalm 27 (NRSV) 
1 
The Lord is my light and my salvation; 

    whom shall I fear? 

The Lord is the stronghold
[a]

 of my life; 

    of whom shall I be afraid? 
2 
When evildoers assail me 

    to devour my flesh— 

my adversaries and foes— 

    they shall stumble and fall. 
3 
Though an army encamp against me, 

    my heart shall not fear; 

though war rise up against me, 

    yet I will be confident. 
4 
One thing I asked of the Lord, 

    that will I seek after: 

to live in the house of the Lord 

    all the days of my life, 

to behold the beauty of the Lord, 

    and to inquire in his temple. 
5 
For he will hide me in his shelter 

    in the day of trouble; 

he will conceal me under the cover of his tent; 

    he will set me high on a rock. 
6 
Now my head is lifted up 

    above my enemies all around me, 

and I will offer in his tent 

    sacrifices with shouts of joy; 

I will sing and make melody to the Lord. 
7 
Hear, O Lord, when I cry aloud, 

    be gracious to me and answer me! 
8 
“Come,” my heart says, “seek his face!” 

    Your face, Lord, do I seek. 
9 
    Do not hide your face from me. 

Do not turn your servant away in anger, 

    you who have been my help. 

Do not cast me off, do not forsake me, 

    O God of my salvation! 
10 

If my father and mother forsake me, 

    the Lord will take me up. 
11 

Teach me your way, O Lord, 

    and lead me on a level path 

    because of my enemies. 
12 

Do not give me up to the will of my adversaries, 

    for false witnesses have risen against me, 

    and they are breathing out violence. 
13 

I believe that I shall see the goodness of the Lord 

    in the land of the living. 
14 

Wait for the Lord; 

    be strong, and let your heart take courage; 

    wait for the Lord! 

Shouts of Joy! 
“…I will offer…sacrifices with shouts of 

joy…” (v. 6) 

 

- When was the last time you actually 

shouted for joy? 

- What were you shouting at? 

- What did it sound like? (i.e. was it a 

“Woo-hoo” or a “Hooray” or an 

“Aahh!”) 

 

- When was the last time you actually 

shouted for joy in response to God? 

- Have you ever done so? 

- If not, what has prevented you from it? 

 

- What is the “joyful noise” that you 

most frequently make? 

 

- Are you a singer? 

- When you are in worship, do you sing 

with the songs and hymns? 

- Why did you answer the way you did? 

 

(The Scripture quotations contained herein are from the 

New Revised Standard Version of the Bible, copyright, 

1989, by the Division of Christian Education of the 

National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. 

Used by permission. All rights reserved.) 

 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2027&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-14287a
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A Statement of Faith, 
The first six verses of Psalm 27 are a declaration of 

faith in God, a statement of who God is in the 

experience of the Psalmist. 

 

- In your own words, how is God being 

described in these verses? 

- What are some of the characteristics of God 

that the Psalmist highlights in this 

declaration? 

 

This section of the Psalm mentions “evildoers,” 

“adversaries,” “foes,” “an army,” and “enemies.” 

 

- Who or what are your “adversaries” and 

“enemies” from which you need protected? 

- How does the idea of “enemies” in this 

Psalm coincide with the teachings of Jesus 

with regard to our “enemies,” especially in 

Matthew 5 when he teaches us to love our 

enemies and pray for those who persecute us? 

God’s Voice 

 

This story tells about a voice from above 

that identifies Jesus as “my son” and then 

gives the command to “listen to him.” 

There are numerous other Bible stories in 

which God’s voice is heard. 

 

- Have you ever heard God’s voice? 

- How did you know it was God’s? 

- If you have not heard a literal voice, is 

there a way you have “heard God’s 

voice” in a figurative sense? 

- What do you suppose most people 

mean when they say they hear God’s 

voice? 

And a word of 

encouragement. 
The final two verses of the Psalm is a 

word of encouragement. 

 

- What is this “goodness of the 

Lord” and what does it mean to 

see it “in the land of the living?” 

(see verse 13) 

- Why do you think it is 

important for the Psalmist to 

include the phrase “in the land of 

the living?” 

 

Verse 14 has some strong words: 

1 - Wait. 

2 - Be strong.  

3 - Take courage. 

4 - Wait. 

 

- In your own words, what advice 

or instruction is being given here? 

- What does it mean to “wait for 

the Lord?” 

- To whom do you suppose the 

Psalmist is speaking? 

- How do these words impact 

you? 

Petitions to God, 
Verses 7-12 of the Psalm switch to a series of 

petitions asked of God. 

 

- In your own words, what is the Psalmist 

asking of God in this section? 

- How does this series of requests relate to the 

first section of the Psalm? (see above) 

 

One request is that God would not hide the divine 

face from the Psalmist. 

- What does God’s face look like? 

- What does it mean to seek God’s face? 

- What are some things you do to seek God’s 

face? 


