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REFLECTION PAGE 
For use as a small group discussion starter and/or for personal spiritual reflection 

Written by: Andy Bryan 

Psalm118:1-4,  (NRSV) 
 
1 O give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; 

    his steadfast love endures forever! 
2 Let Israel say, 

    “His steadfast love endures forever.” 
3 Let the house of Aaron say, 

    “His steadfast love endures forever.” 
4 Let those who fear the LORD say, 

    “His steadfast love endures forever.” 

 
19 Open to me the gates of righteousness, 

    that I may enter through them 
    and give thanks to the LORD. 
20 This is the gate of the LORD; 
    the righteous shall enter through it. 
21 I thank you that you have answered me 
    and have become my salvation. 
22 The stone that the builders rejected 
    has become the chief cornerstone. 
23 This is the LORD’s doing; 
    it is marvelous in our eyes. 
24 This is the day that the LORD has made; 
    let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
25 Save us, we beseech you, O LORD! 

    O LORD, we beseech you, give us success! 
26 Blessed is the one who comes in the name of 

the LORD. 
    We bless you from the house of the LORD. 
27 The LORD is God, 
    and he has given us light. 

Bind the festal procession with branches, 
    up to the horns of the altar. 
28 You are my God, and I will give thanks to you; 
    you are my God, I will extol you. 
29 O give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, 
    for his steadfast love endures forever. 
 

 

 

A Little Liturgy 
 

This psalm is thought to be an 

entrance liturgy of some kind, 

perhaps of a pilgrim entering the 

temple to give thanks to God, as 

indicated in the text. 

 

+ The regular font may have been 

spoken by a temple official or a 

priest. 

 + The bold font would perhaps have 

been a congregational response. 

 + The italicized font might have 

been spoken by a person seeking 

entrance into the temple. 

 

With this in mind, read the Psalm 

again. If you are in a group, assign 

someone to read the priest, someone 

to read the pilgrim, and read the bold 

font together. 

 

Questions: 

- How does the text of the Psalm 

change when read in this context? 

- When you know the historical 

context behind a Psalm (or any 

scripture), how does it impact your 

own interpretation? 

 

- What phrases in the Psalm were 

particularly meaningful to you as you 

read? 

- What is your “favorite” line from 

the Psalm? Why? 

(The Scripture quotations contained herein are from the 

New Revised Standard Version of the Bible, copyright, 
1989, by the Division of Christian Education of the National 

Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. Used by 

permission. All rights reserved.) 
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Hosanna! 
Three Gospels (Matthew, Mark, & John) use 

the word “Hosanna” in the Palm Sunday 

story, where it is what the crowds call as Jesus 

enters Jerusalem. In Psalm 118:25 it is a 

Hebrew expression with a clear petition - 

“Save us!” 

 

- What does the celebration of Palm 

Sunday mean to you? 

- What are some memories you have of 

Palm Sunday celebrations? 

God’s Voice 

 

This story tells about a voice from above 

that identifies Jesus as “my son” and then 

gives the command to “listen to him.” 

There are numerous other Bible stories in 

which God’s voice is heard. 

 

- Have you ever heard God’s voice? 

- How did you know it was God’s? 

- If you have not heard a literal voice, is 

there a way you have “heard God’s 

voice” in a figurative sense? 

- What do you suppose most people 

mean when they say they hear God’s 

voice? 

The Cornerstone 

In Acts 4, Peter interprets Psalm 

118:22, identifying Jesus as the 

stone and the elders, priests, and 

scribes as the ones who rejected it. 

 

- Does Peter’s interpretation 

make sense to you? Explain. 

- How does the rejected stone 

becoming the cornerstone 

describe the life of Jesus? 

- What do you think the Psalm 

may have meant for those who 

lived before Jesus? 

- What does this idea mean to 

you today? 

Quotable -  
“A coat might not be worth much 

after a donkey walks on it. In a 

crowd like that there was no 

guarantee that once you laid it 

down you were ever going to get 

it back. … 

For the people on Palm Sunday, 

praising Jesus might have cost 

them something.” 

     - Matthew Rogers  

 

- How does this idea impact you? 

- Put it into your own words. 

- How might this thought alter 

our Palm Sunday celebration? 

Entrance Requirement =  

Righteousness 
According to verses 19-20, the “righteous” will 

enter the gate. The Hebrew word tsadiq means 

just, lawful, or righteous. 

 

- What makes somebody “righteous?” 

- What’s the difference between 

“righteous” and “self-righteous?” 

 

- What is it about these gates that make it 

so only the righteous can enter them? 

 

Verse 21 says, “You have become my 

salvation” (Heb. = yeshua). 

- What do you make of this? 

- Who is the Psalmist talking to? 

- We think of a person “saving” someone, 

but how does a person “become” 

someone’s salvation; what does that mean? 

- What does this thought have to do with 

the gates of righteousness, with being 

righteous? 


