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REFLECTION PAGE 
For use as a small group discussion starter and/or for personal spiritual reflection 

Written by: Andy Bryan 

John 21:1-14 (NRSV) 

 
After these things Jesus showed himself again to the 

disciples by the Sea of Tiberias; and he showed himself in 

this way. 
2 
Gathered there together were Simon Peter, 

Thomas called the Twin, Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the 

sons of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples. 
3 
Simon 

Peter said to them, “I am going fishing.” They said to him, 

“We will go with you.” They went out and got into the 

boat, but that night they caught nothing. 
 

4 
Just after daybreak, Jesus stood on the beach; but the 

disciples did not know that it was Jesus. 
5 
Jesus said to 

them, “Children, you have no fish, have you?” They 

answered him, “No.” 
6 
He said to them, “Cast the net to 

the right side of the boat, and you will find some.” So they 

cast it, and now they were not able to haul it in because 

there were so many fish.
7 
That disciple whom Jesus loved 

said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” When Simon Peter heard 

that it was the Lord, he put on some clothes, for he was 

naked, and jumped into the sea.
8 
But the other disciples 

came in the boat, dragging the net full of fish, for they 

were not far from the land, only about a hundred yards off. 
 

9 
When they had gone ashore, they saw a charcoal fire 

there, with fish on it, and bread.
10 

Jesus said to them, 

“Bring some of the fish that you have just caught.” 
11 

So 

Simon Peter went aboard and hauled the net ashore, full of 

large fish, a hundred fifty-three of them; and though there 

were so many, the net was not torn. 
12 

Jesus said to them, 

“Come and have breakfast.” Now none of the disciples 

dared to ask him, “Who are you?” because they knew it 

was the Lord. 
13 

Jesus came and took the bread and gave it 

to them, and did the same with the fish. 
14 

This was now 

the third time that Jesus appeared to the disciples after he 

was raised from the dead. 

 
(The Scripture quotations contained herein are from the New 

Revised Standard Version of the Bible, copyright, 1989, by the 

Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the 

Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. Used by permission. All rights 

reserved.) 

 

Story Time 
These verses are the first half of the 

final story John tells. 

 

- What is your favorite part of this 

story? Why is it your favorite 

moment? 

- How do you see yourself in this 

story? 

- Going fishing with the group? 

 - Are you jumping out of the boat 

with Peter? 

- Staying on board and sailing to 

shore? 

 

Many think this entire chapter is an 

“epilogue” of sorts, intended by 

John to point the way into the future 

for Jesus’ disciples. 

 

- Does it matter to you that this story 

is not in the other Gospels? 

- How do you interpret the 

differences in the different Gospels 

in general? 

- Why do you imagine John may 

have tagged this story onto the end? 
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Go Jump in the Lake 
“When Simon Peter heard that it was the 

Lord, he put on some clothes, for he was 

naked, and jumped into the sea.” 

 

- Read this sentence a few more times. 

- Does anything seem odd about this 

sentence to you? (Because it’s pretty 

funny to me, just sayin’.) 

 

- So why didn’t Peter just stay in the 

boat with the others and sail to shore? 

- Assuming Peter was naked because 

he was working (hauling nets and 

such) why would he put his clothes 

back on before jumping into the lake? 

- What do you imagine was going 

through Peter’s mind when he realized 

Jesus was up on the shore? 

- What do you imagine was going 

through the other disciples’ minds as 

they saw Peter jump from the boat? 

- And what do you imagine Jesus 

might have thought? 

 

- What can we learn from Peter’s 

example? 

- Does this part of the story have any 

practical application? 

- What is the metaphorical equivalent 

of “jumping in the lake” to get close to 

Jesus? 

God’s Voice 

 

This story tells about a voice from above 

that identifies Jesus as “my son” and then 

gives the command to “listen to him.” 

There are numerous other Bible stories in 

which God’s voice is heard. 

 

- Have you ever heard God’s voice? 

- How did you know it was God’s? 

- If you have not heard a literal voice, is 

there a way you have “heard God’s 

voice” in a figurative sense? 

- What do you suppose most people 

mean when they say they hear God’s 

voice? 

Details, details! 
There are some interesting details 

given in the story (distance from 

shore, number of fish, fact that the 

net is not torn.) 

- What do these details do for 

the story? 

- Why do you think John 

includes them here? 

- Some people read hidden 

symbolic meaning into details 

like these; do you? 

 

- What do you think is the 

overall lesson of this story? 

- How doo the details help or 

hinder the teaching of this 

overall lesson? 

The same, but different? 
Recall the story of the “wedding at 

Cana” and the miracle that took 

place there (John 2:1-11). 

 

- How are these two stories 

similar? 

 

- How do they differ? 

 

- What lessons do you take from 

comparing the two stories? 


