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REFLECTION PAGE 
For use as a small group discussion starter and/or for personal spiritual reflection 

Written by: Andy Bryan 

John 21:15-25  (NRSV) 
15 

When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to 

Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you love me 

more than these?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you 

know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my 

lambs.” 
16 

A second time he said to him, “Simon son 

of John, do you love me?” He said to him, “Yes, 

Lord; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, 

“Tend my sheep.” 
17 

He said to him the third time, 

“Simon son of John, do you love me?” Peter felt hurt 

because he said to him the third time, “Do you love 

me?” And he said to him, “Lord, you know 

everything; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to 

him, “Feed my sheep. 
18 

Very truly, I tell you, when 

you were younger, you used to fasten your own belt 

and to go wherever you wished. But when you grow 

old, you will stretch out your hands, and someone 

else will fasten a belt around you and take you where 

you do not wish to go.” 
19 

(He said this to indicate the 

kind of death by which he would glorify God.) After 

this he said to him, “Follow me.” 
20 

Peter turned and saw the disciple whom Jesus 

loved following them; he was the one who had 

reclined next to Jesus at the supper and had said, 

“Lord, who is it that is going to betray you?” 
21 

When 

Peter saw him, he said to Jesus, “Lord, what about 

him?” 
22 

Jesus said to him, “If it is my will that he 

remain until I come, what is that to you? Follow 

me!”
23 

So the rumor spread in the community that 

this disciple would not die. Yet Jesus did not say to 

him that he would not die, but, “If it is my will that 

he remain until I come, what is that to you?” 
24 

This is the disciple who is testifying to these things 

and has written them, and we know that his testimony 

is true. 
25 

But there are also many other things that 

Jesus did; if every one of them were written down, I 

suppose that the world itself could not contain the 

books that would be written. 

Love - Love - Love 
There are 3 Greek words for “love.” 

 

- eros = romantic love 

 - philia = love between friends 

 - agape = divine love 

 

- Can you put these three distinct 

concepts into your own words? 

- What are some examples of the 

different ways English speakers use the 

word “love?” 

- Does “I love chocolate” mean the 

same thing as “I love my wife?” 

- How might it be helpful to have three 

different terms to express the nuance of 

each type of love? 

- What are the dangers of only having 

one word to express different ideas? 

 

(The Scripture quotations contained herein are from 

the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible, 

copyright, 1989, by the Division of Christian 

Education of the National Council of the Churches of 

Christ in the U.S.A. Used by permission. All rights 

reserved.) 
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Love In Any Language? 
 

In the scripture passage this week, Jesus uses the 

word “agapao” to ask  

whereas Peter consistently uses the word “phileo” 

to answer.  

**However, the third time Jesus asks, he changes to 

the word “phileo” instead. 

 

- If you re-read the passage, using the precise 

terms this time, does it change the meaning? 

- Think in particular about Peter’s response: 

“Peter felt hurt because he said to him the 

third time, ‘Do you love (phileo) me?’” - How 

does your interpretation of the meaning of 

Peter’s reaction change? 

 

- Is Peter hurt because … 

 a - Jesus asked him 3 times, or 

 b - Jesus changed the question? 

 

- If you answered “a” above, why is the 

repetition hurtful? 

- If you answered “b,” why is the change of 

terminology hurtful? 

 

- What does it mean that Jesus changed his 

question from focusing on “agape” to 

focusing on “philia?” 

 

*Note: Many commentaries consider the 

two words to be used synonymously. 
- If this is the correct interpretation, how is the 

meaning of the story impacted? 

God’s Voice 

 

This story tells about a voice from above 

that identifies Jesus as “my son” and then 

gives the command to “listen to him.” 

There are numerous other Bible stories in 

which God’s voice is heard. 

 

- Have you ever heard God’s voice? 

- How did you know it was God’s? 

- If you have not heard a literal voice, is 

there a way you have “heard God’s 

voice” in a figurative sense? 

- What do you suppose most people 

mean when they say they hear God’s 

voice? 

Love? Feed! 
- How does Jesus indicate that 

Peter is to show the love he 

professes? 

- What other scriptures does 

this remind you of? 

 

In chapter 18, John tells that 

Peter denies knowing Jesus three 

times. 

- How does this week’s 

passage relate to Peter’s 

denials? 

- Is Jesus giving Peter a chance 

to “make up” for it? 

 

- How can we today show our 

love for Jesus by feeding his 

lambs and tending his sheep? 

More Than Who, Now? 
- Who is Jesus referring to when 

he says “more than these?” 

- Who are the “these” and in what 

way does Jesus mean the question: 

 

“Do you love me more than these 

love me?” 

or 

“Do you love me more than you 

love these?” 

 

- Which way makes more sense to 

you and why? 


